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Bridges Across Borders Southeast Asia Commu nity Legal Education Initiative  

2009 Highlights   

Dear Friends and Supporters, 

Greetings and happy holidays from all of us  here at the BABSEA Community Legal Education (CLE) Initiative!   The final quarter of 
2009 has been a whirlwind of activity having  just completed  a string of amazing educational law and human rights activities in 
Vietnam, Malaysia, Southern and Northern Thailand , Cambodia, the United States, Australia  and Laos. This December marks the 
end of what we believe has been BABSEA CLEõs best year to date . 

 

As many of you know, our BABSEA CLE Initiative aims to empower individuals and communities by creating and strengthening 
sustainable legal and human rights education and access to justice programs worldwide. òIt is through these education programs 
that we encourage the development of individuals and champions who fight to protect and defend human rights and uninhibited 
access to justice.  There is little  use digging desperately-needed water wells for a community if the likelihood of land grabbing is a 
near certainty and community members have no one to turn to for help. Our legal education initiative broadens the base of social 
justi ce advocates for these communities to turn to immediately and long into the futureó, explains Bruce Lasky, Director of the 
BABSEA CLE Initiative.  

 

All of us at BABSEA feel  very proud of the work we and our partners have done this year  in furthering our mi ssion and vision.  Weõd 
like to share a few highlights of 2009 with you .  This update provides a brief  glimpse into all that the BABSEA Community/Clinical 
Legal Education Initiative has done and where weõre headed for 2010.  Please visit our recently revamp ed website at 
www.babsea.org  for more information  about our programs or to make a donation  please click here .  Our Initiative would  not 
continue to be a success without the generous support of people  like you.  

 

With peace and gratitude,  
The BABSEA CLE Team 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Clinical Legal Education in Vietnamé Full Steam Ahead 
  
After four years of hard work and advocacy, Community/ Clinical Legal Education in 
Vietnam reached a milest one towards building a foundation for a sustainable nationwide 
CLE Program in Vietnam. Together with the Institute of Policy, Law and Development 
(PLD), BABSEA is now working with over 7 universities to develop and/or strengthen CLE 
and direct legal aid co nsultation programs with the aim of fostering a pro -bono culture  
amongst future lawyers . This joint endeavor will also  emphasize improved legal 
education, applied legal skills, human rights awareness, community empowerment among 
socially vulnerable and mar ginalized communities, a nd improved access to justice.  This 
year also brought the marked support for CLE in Vietnam by the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), resulting, in part ,  from the continuous and persistent 

work of BABSEA and its partners, as well as the opening of the Vietnam National University (Hanoi) In -House Legal Clinic 
Consultation Center.   

 

 

http://www.babsea.org/
http://www.babseasupport.org/


1 ST Annual BABSEA Trio f or Justice Raises Human Rights 
Awareness  and Over $27,000 o f Support f or Community /  

Clinical Legal Education Programs  

Bridges Across Borders Southeast Asia celebrated its first annual Trio for Justice  on 
November 21

st
-22

nd, 
2009 by welcoming a collage of more than 150 local and international 

exercise fans to Chiang Mai and Sankampeang, Thailand.  The weekendõs events included 
a Half-Marathon/Half -Marathon Relay, 10km Run and 10km Fun Bike Ride through the 
hills of Sankampeang along with the Human Rights Awareness Dinner held at Chiang Maiõs 
Kantary Hills Hotel.  The event was a success and we hope to see you in Chiang Mai next 
year as well as in Cambodia for the 2010 Kep Trio!  

Helping Prisoners, Juveniles, Children and Others: The Growth 

and Sustainability of CLE in Malaysia  
 

With students teaching in prisons, community centers, juvenile detention facilities and often 
providing legal teachings to their own peers on campus, CLE has flourished in 2009 
throughout Malaysia.  BABSEA has been a supporting partner throughout, in part by hosting 
and providing fee waiver scholarships for four Community Outreach Programme/Clinical 
Legal Education University Malaya (UM) students to participate in the BABSEA International 
Legal Studies Internship Program during July 2009.  These students, alongside BABSEA 
Malaysian NGO partner ERA Consumer, were given the task of developing a community legal 
education child rights manual.   
 

During this same period, representatives of the UM CLE program, with the s upport of BABSEA, attended the 10th Australian Legal 
Education Conference in Perth, Australia. The Malaysian CLE movement also spread to Southern Thailand (Hat Yai) where UM began 
directly assisting Prince Songkla University (PSU), in the development of a community legal education program.  BABSEA was al so brought 
in as a co-facilitating partner in this endeavor and both BABSEA and UM look forw ard to 2010 where they will be further assisting PSU to 
implement CLE. 
 
CLE work continued through the end of the year as four members of the UM CLE program accompanied BABSEA representatives to three 
CLE workshops in Vietnam in December, 2009. The four Malaysian students shared experiences and ideas with their Vietnamese 
counterparts, as well as three CLE representatives from Laos, serving as a remarkable example of the ever -growing regional CLE 
networkõs capacity. 
 
2010 plans to be an even more exciting y ear as much broader CLE outreach is intended to occur throughout Malaysia, w ith a national CLE 
conference tentatively scheduled for Fall.  

BABSEA and Australia Work ñVirtuallyò on Social Justice Issues 
Faced in Southeast Asia  
 
For the second year in a row,  BABSEA has continued to strengthen its working partnership 
with the Queensland University of Technology Faculty of Law, Virtual Law Project (VLP) . 
This project enables Australian law students, based in Australia, to work in virtual teams 
with BABSEA team members, on social justice projects in Southeast Asia. The goal of this 
project is to produce long term links between Australia and Southeast Asia through raising 
awareness of the issues faced in the region by working together on social justice projects.  
 
BABSEA and Queensland University of Technology (QUT) Faculty of Law, one of the largest 
faculties of law in Australia, initially created the project in 2008. Encouraged by 
overwhelming success, we continued in 2009 with a strong commitment to encourage l aw students to participate in social justice 
projects in rural and remote regions of Southeast Asia with a view to promoting greater social responsibility by showing the need 
for pro bono legal work. This year the students òvirtuallyó worked on issues of human trafficking, juvenile justice, prisonerõs access 
to health care and the clinical legal education movement worldwide.  
 
The benefit to all parties have been immense. Utilizing this òvirtualó workplace overcomes many of the traditional barriers 
preventi ng Australian law students from participat ing in international social justice work, such as the lack of available resources 
and suitable workplace supervisors, workplace constraints, family responsibilities and financial hardship as well as visa res trictio ns, 
security concerns, accommodation and travel expenses.  As we move forward into 2010 BABSEA welcomes support from Canberraõs 
Australian National University law students to this virtual internship project ,  as well as a commitment for  the expansion of QUTõs 
program.  



Connecting Interns  and Volunteers  f rom Around t he World  
 
Following the path of the previous five years, the 2009 International Legal Studies 
Internship took place , between May and August this year, and again from November into 
February 2010, with an additional A lternative Spring Break Community Service group of 
St. Louis University School of Law students coming to Chiang Mai in March. These unique 
work/study  abroad program continues to focus on experiential, hands -on social justice 
legal work  in Southeast Asia. This year alone we welcomed over 70 interns and newly 
licensed lawyers from around the globe including the USA, Canada, France, England, 
Poland, Burma, Russia, Singapore, Vietnam, Malaysia, Laos, Cambodia, Sweden, Norway, 
Kenya and Australia.  

For more details on our Legal Studies Internship program please see 2010 Legal Studies Internship program guides and 
applications . 

Teaching Transgender Victims o f Sexual Violenc e How t o Access 
Legal Rights in Chiang Mai, Thailand  
 
What do you do if youõve been the victim of rape or sexual violence ? Where do you go? How 
do you report the crime? What is rape? What is sexual violence? These are some of the 
questions BABSEA and its partner MPlus+ are trying to answer with our coll aborative SMS 
animation project that is capable of being sent by Blue Tooth technology from mobile 
phone to mobile phone.  
 
In June-August, 2009 and through numerous meetings, a group of BABSEA interns, Chiang 
Mai University students and MPlus+, an organization focusing on protecting the rights of 
transgendered and male sex worker populations, developed a seven minute narrative that 
tells the story of the rape and sexual assault of three Chiang Mai trans -genders.  
 
The immediate goal of the animation is to let transgenders  and the community  know they 
have rights in case of rape/sexual violence . It is also intended  that people become 
empowered with knowledge of and access to available resouces,  such as the police and the 
BABSEA partner Chiang Mai University (CMU) Legal Clinic, who can assist victims and their 
families with exercising their legal rights .  
  

Additionally, BABSEA hopes the animation may indirectly reach female victims of rape and sexual violence , a hope premised on the 
notion that if a biological women sees the animation and sees that the rights, legal access, etc. apply to transgender women,  she 
may rightly assumes that she is covered by the same legal protections  and has the same access to the police and clinic as those 
non-biological women specifically targeted by the animation.  (To see the animation please log on to  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LQ4rBIZo1qk ) 
 
Resulting from this collabora tive project, BABSEA has been requested in 2010 to develop human rights based curriculum and deliver 
this through a serie s of workshops to the communities MPlus+ seeks to empower and protect.   

Combining Human Rights Education w ith English Teaching: 
Gaini ng Access to Thailandôs Juvenile Justice System 
 
Strenghtening the intersection between our BABSEA CLE Initiative and our BABSEA Child 
Protection and Education Program, BABSEA is teaching a new form of human and legal 
rights education using English teaching as a medium of communication and as a means to 
build bridges and open doors to the girlõs Juvenile Detention Centre in Chiang Mai , 
Thailand. This ground-breaking new kind of Rights Education has integrated Clinical Legal 
Education methodology, rights awareness and English language teaching to connect to 
one of the most marginalised groups in Thai society. In doing so, BABSEA has strived to 
create an education hybrid of rights, employment, and language empowerment, giving their learners both the knowledge and 
practical skills for their future lives outside of detention.   

 
 
 

 

http://www.babsea.org/volunteer/LegalInternship.htm
http://www.babsea.org/volunteer/LegalInternship.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LQ4rBIZo1qk


BABSEA and Wild Flower Home : Working Together t o Help Ensure a  
Better Future f or Single Mothers and Children  
 

Since 2008, BABSEA and Wildflower Home Foundation, located in Sangkampeang, 

Thailand, have worked in partnership to empower struggling women who are trying to 

provide better lives for their children. Wildflower Home Foundation and BABSEA have 

assisted in rescuing dozens of women from human trafficking, domestic violence and the 

never-ending cycle of poverty. 

 

BABSEA is honored to work alongside with Wildflower Home Foundation to ensure that 

single mothers in Thailand have the support they need to give their children the future 

they deserve. We are excited to continue our partnership with Wildflower Home 

Foundation in 2010 and years to come.  

Laos CLE Year - in - Review in Brief  
 

The end of 2009 will cap an amazing year for BABSEAõs Laos CLE Initiative and partners.  This past year BABSEA has worked diligently to 
lay the groundwork fo r a sustainable network of partners and continued to provide essential operational support for the Faculty of Law 
and Political Scienceõs (FLP) Clinical Legal Education Program.   

 
To find clear evidence of Laosõ future advocatesõ potential, one need look no further than the law 
students participating in the BABSEA-supported Clinical Legal Education program at the FLP in 
Vientiane.   These students have been brought together under a well -trained faculty to teach law 
to others in schools, rehabilitation cen ters and rural villages.  The selected students make a 
significant impact in their communities by working above and beyond what is required by the CLE 
program, in addition to completing the necessary studies in their 5 -year legal educations.   
 
BABSEA is excited about the steady growth of interest in the FLPõs CLE program and the progress 
of its students.  In September of 2009 BABSEA hired two Lao Legal Fellows, both of whom are FLP 
Alumni and one of whom was a student participant of the CLE program.  We al so brought on board 

a Lao Legal Trainer, another FLP and CLE Alumni.   
 
BABSEAõs current annual achievements in Laos also include successful internship placements with United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime, the Lao Bar Association, CARE International, Village Focus International and the FLP.  These internships provide essential cross -
cultural exc hanges and reinforce the intern sõ understanding of the need for pro -bono service. BABSEA also conducted several local and 
regional workshops throughout the year to enhance the skills of CLE professors, as well as facilitating a human trafficking workshop by 
UNODC in February. The most remarkable accomplishment, however, may very well be the improved capabilities of the CLE student s that 
BABSEA has provided a material level of both financial and pedagogical support for.  

An Amazing Year for CLE in Thailand with Even Stronger Signs for 

2010  
 
The work BABSEA and its CLE Thailand partners have been involved in during 2009 has been 
òamazingó.  2009 was the year BABSEAõs partner, the Chiang Mai University (CMU) Legal Clinic, 
with the assistance of BABSEA, provided free legal services to almost two hundred peop le in 
need. Throughout this time  the CMU Legal Clinic, with BABSEA support, provided community 
legal education te achings to well more than a thousand people throughout Northern Thailand 
including juveniles in detention centers, women in prison, ethnic minority groups in rural 
provinces, single mothers, disabled persons and many more.  
 
During 2009 CMU Legal Clinic  program also became an accredited course at the university. The course, which was co -designed and and 
co-taught by BABSEA CLE and CMU Legal Clinic team members, will continue to be taught each year by CMU Faculty of Law staff.   
 
It also was the year that t he first batch of community legal education clinic students graduated from CMU University, with many of them 
going on enter the workforce in human rights related legal positions. The year also had students from the CMU Legal Clinic an d BABSEA 
Legal Studies Interns working hand in hand at the CMU Legal Clinic, sharing ideas, best practices and approaches from each of their 
countries to further the CLE programs in Thailand and abroad.  
 
In keeping to the goal of working to develop a network of both national a nd regional legal clinics, 2009 was a very successful year for 
BABSEA as we connected to Prince Songkla University in Southern Thailand to assist in the development and support of a CLE program 
beginning in 2010. BABSEA will be doing this in conjunction wi th BABSEA partners University Malaya CLE Program and the Chiang Mai 
University Legal Clinic.  BABSEA also plans to assist in the development of at least 2 -3 other CLE programs at universities located 
throughout Thailand  in 2010.    



Pro - Bono Obligations, Running for Justice, t he New York City Marathon and 
Bridging Across t he USA  

From the beginning of October and into November 2009, BABSEA Directors Wendy Morrish and Bruce Lasky, joined 
part of the way by BABSEA Human Rights Lawyer and Community Legal Education Development Trainer, Nauredol 
Wannarat, traveled throughout the United States meeting with current and potential law facult y partners and 
professors, former interns and volunteers as well as presenting  on the theme of Inspiring Law Students to Do 
International Public Interest/Human Rights Work/The BABSEA Experience.  Highlighting the BABSEA mantra that 
future lawyers have both a  legal and ethical obligation to provide pro -bono and community services, the BABSEA 
team visited more than 15 cities and 10 s tates including New York, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Nevada, Oregon, 
Missouri, Minnesota, Washington, D.C., Florida and Georgia, meeting with hundreds of law students and professors 

from more  than 20 law faculties to espouse this view. Simultaneous to this spr int around America, the BABSEA CLE Team successfully 
organized a meaningful fundraiser/BABSEA intern-volunteer reunion gathering in New York City attended by many BABSEA Team 
members, long term supporters, interns and volunteers dating back more than 6 yea rs, as well as new people interested in what BABSEA 
is doing and ways to help.  

Many members of this October 30
th

 gathering stayed the weekend in New York City where they banded together as a group, and travelled 
from New York City borough to borough on November 1

st
, cheering BABSEA Director Bruce Lasky on as he successfully completed the New 

York Marathon in his round the world òRunning for Justiceó campaign.  

2009  Intern & Volunteer Teaching Project  at Mae Rim School  
 
Each year BABSEA sends interns and volunteers to Mae Rim School to provide English lessons to 
students ranging in age from 8 to 12 years old.  This experience not only provides a wonderful learning 
opportunity  for the students, but also for the interns who must overcome the complications of  
teaching English as a second language when they are unable to speak the local language themselves.  
Our partnership with the rural Mae Rim School also allows for our interns to witness the challenges 
faced by those without regular access to city resources  and permits BABSEA to reach a community that 
traditionally has not received substantial outside assistance.  BABSEA is grateful for the opportunity to 
partner with Mae Rim School in 2009 and looks forward to another year of collaboration.   

How You Can He lp  

  
If you are moved by our work, please consider making a fina ncial contribution to  specifically  support our BABSEA CLE Initiative or 
generally help BABSEA further our program s. BABSEA could not exist without the generosity of private donations and we wo uld like to 
extend our deepest gratitude to all who have helped us establish, maintain and expand our programs to serve the many deservin g people 
throughout Southeast Asia. 

Imagine just how far your gift can go...  

$10 provides materials for one legal train ing session by Lao students at the Somsanga Drug Rehabilitation Center in Laos  

$30 purchases enough materials for one month of  teaching human rights and law at the Chiang Mai Juvenile Detention Center in Thailand  

$75 supports one month of anti -human traf ficking educational services at Wildflower Home for single mothers in Thailand 

$100 ensures that Malaysian law students will be able to participate in local community outreach and legal aid programs for two weeks  

$500 funds the administrative operational costs at the FLP Lao Legal Clinic for one month  

$1,000 provides computers, software and internet connectivity  for  newly established university -based Vietnam Legal Clinics 

Donations can be made at www.babseasupport.org  or through www.babsea.org 

Alternatively, you can send a check to:  

Bridges Across Borders Southeast Asia  
PO Box 662 

Gainesville, FL 32602 
USA 

 
100% of all donations made, after processing fees, will go direc tly to BABSEAõs CLE social justice projects and initiatives. 

BABSEA Programs  
Child Protection & Education Program | Community Development Program | Community Empowerment & Legal Awareness | 

Community Legal Education Program | Stop Evictions Campaign | Cambodia Justice Initiative | Volunteer Program | Legal Internship 

 

http://www.babseasupport.org/
http://www.babsea.org/
http://www.babsea.org/programs/ccp/childProtect.htm
http://www.babsea.org/programs/ccp/commDev/kep.htm
http://www.babsea.org/programs/CELA/CELA.htm
http://www.babsea.org/programs/clep/clep1.htm
http://www.babsea.org/programs/ccp/evictions.htm
http://www.babsea.org/programs/ccp/cji.htm
http://www.babsea.org/volunteer/Volunteering.htm
http://www.babsea.org/volunteer/LegalInternship.htm

