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Bridges Across Borders Cambodia – Year End Update 

Dear Friends and Supporters, 

As 2009 draws to a close, we would like to take this opportunity to thank you – our friends, partners, donors and colleagues – for your support and 
collaboration. 
 
2009 has been remarkable year for BAB Cambodia - one filled with both tragedies and triumphs.  The year began with the brutal forced eviction 
of the Dey Krahorm community, whom we stood shoulder-to-shoulder with in their three-year struggle to save their land and homes from outright 
theft by a private company that had been illegally granted title over their land.   Over the last year we have worked to support the displaced 
families with emergency food and shelter relief in the aftermath of the eviction, medical grants, small business loans, and a school bus program 
that prevented more than 30 children and youth from being forced to drop out of school following the eviction.   
 
While devastating for the community, this forced eviction became a rallying cry for the fledgling housing rights movement in Cambodia and our 
Stop Evictions Campaign has since achieved significant gains.  In May, we took the Dey Krahorm community leader, Chan Vichet, and three other 
land rights activists from Cambodia to Geneva to testify before the United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights during its 
first review of Cambodia‟s compliance with key international human rights obligations.  The Committee, which was deeply moved by their 
testimony and informed by our „shadow report‟, delivered a strong rebuke to the Cambodian government, along with a set of constructive 
recommendations to end violations of land, housing, labor and indigenous rights. 
 
In response to our campaign, the World Bank and other bi-lateral donors have also now begun to place human rights conditions on their aid to the 
Cambodian government – a situation that would have been unimaginable only a year ago.  
 
As we work to help Cambodians challenge the destructive development agenda that has been imposed upon them by powerful elites, we continue 
to support the efforts of poor and marginalized communities to realize their own development aspirations.  In the last year, we have helped our 
community partners establish schools, community centers, clean water and sanitation infrastructure, youth leadership and vocational training 
programs. We‟ve helped organize community-based savings and credit groups, community health task forces, and farmers‟ associations.  In 
recognition of our community develop efforts in Kep province, we were invited to the Royal Palace to meet His Majesty King Sihamoni, who 
informed us of his intention to visit Kep to offer his blessings and support of our successful sustainable development model.  This enormous honor 
is a testament to how far we have come in building bridges to Cambodia over the last four years. 
 
None of these accomplishments could have been possible without you. 
 
This year, our circle of friends grew wider, as we welcomed dozens of new volunteers and interns and we connected with new partners and 
supporters.  Some of you gave your time to help us establish a demonstration farm and build houses for homeless families in Kep. Many of you 
sent us precious donations this year.  Others went even further and organized your own creative fundraisers for us in Australia, Belgium, England, 
Singapore and the United States.   We cannot express enough how much your support means to BABSEA and the families and communities we 
serve in Cambodia.  We simply cannot do this work without you! 
 
Like so many non-profits, BABSEA has been hit hard by the global economic crisis.  We run the real danger of having to downsize our Cambodia 
programs considerably next year if we are not able to raise $30,000 for our general operations through private donations in the next three 
months.  Will you help us? 
 
Below is a brief update of some of our key highlights from 2009. During this season of giving, we hope you will think of BAB Cambodia once again 
and help us build on these achievements in 2010.  
 
On behalf of our BAB Cambodia team, we want to thank you for joining us to advance our shared vision of a world in which poverty and injustice 
are relics of the past. 
 
We wish you and your families a happy, healthy, and peaceful New Year. 
 
In gratitude,  
 
David Pred 
Co-Founder 
Country Director 

 

Planting the Seeds for a Brighter Future 

    
 
The past year has seen remarkable progress towards the 
education, health and livelihoods objectives of our Community 
Development program in Chamcar Bei village.  We have continued 
to strengthen and expand access to public education services for 
226 primary school aged children who are attending Thamakiri 
School. The Community Learning Center, which we helped the  
community establish in 2007, has become a hive of activity with 
the opening of a community library, computer lab, and Early 
Childhood Education program to accompany the increasingly 
popular English classes.  The center also now has a children‟s 
playground and a football field to keep local youth fit and active 
before and after school.  In addition students are learning about 
nutrition and the health benefits of eating a variety of vegetables 
while learning how to grow cucumber, string bean, pumpkin, 
carrot, morning glory and lettuce in the student vegetable garden. 
Over 300 children and teenagers are participating in these 
programs. 

Meanwhile, the Chamcar Bei Livelihoods Center has seen its once 
empty grounds transformed into a verdant Demonstration Farm for 
agricultural training, community fish ponds and individual farming 
plots for landless families.  The Livelihoods Center also continues 
to provide a base for the Women‟s Social Enterprise Association, 
which includes various handicraft production and savings groups. 
The program is providing 180 women with new opportunities to 
generate income and improve their livelihoods. 

 
Health improvement initiatives also took off this year with the 
formation and training of a Community Health Task Force, whose 
mission is to educate families on nutrition, first aid, basic 
sanitation, and how to recognize, treat and avoid preventable 
illnesses.  
 
The impressive results of BAB Cambodia‟s three-year old 
community-based development project was acknowledged in 
August with an invitation to visit the Royal Palace and have a 
private sitting with His Majesty Samdech Preah Baromneath 
Norodom Sihamoni. During the meeting the King accepted our 

The Plouch Family 

 
 
Two years ago Mr and Mrs Sok faced a daily struggle to feed and take care 
of their nine children. Mr Sok told us that his family, who were amongst the 
poorest in Chamcar Bei village, used to eat rice porridge every day. “We 
could not afford to buy pork, beef, or fish from the market to cook. 
Because of our situation my children studied only at grade 2 and 3 and they 
had to stop going to school and help to do housework and earn income to 
support my family”. 

 
With the support of our Community Development Program, the Sok children 
are now able to attend school more regularly and Mr and Mrs Sok are able 
to feed them more nutritious meals.  Over the last two years, our staff 
worked with the Sok family to develop a plan to get them on their feet. We 
provided bicycles for their children to get to school, a water filter, a 
piglet, some chickens and vegetable seeds.  Mr Sok and his wife 
participated in training sessions on animal husbandry and vegetable 
cultivation, and with this basic but valuable support, they have worked 
hard to improve their family‟s food security and livng conditions.  
 
Mr Sok told us, “My family now has enough food to eat and we are happy 
because we raise chickens and a pig, and we grow many different crops on 
our land. My children now go to school more often than during the last 
three years. I hope my family will have a better future”. 

 

Ms Chakriya Sao 



invitation to visit Chamcar Bei in early 2010 to officially inaugurate 
the new Livelihoods Center. BAB Cambodia and the Chamcar Bei 
community are deeply honored and preparations for the royal visit 
are underway. 
 

 

 

 

Ms. Chakrya, a 17-year old former student and teacher at Our School in 
Chamcar Bei, has for years been an inspiration to her community.  Since 
moving to Chamcar Bei with her parents and six siblings seven years ago, 
Chakrya has been determined to make the most of the educational 
opportunities available to her through the project.  After finishing Grade 12 
in 2007, Chakrya continued to take English and computer classes at Our 
School and was an active member of the Youth Leadership Group.  Wanting 
to give back to her community, she began teaching Kindergarten classes 
and eventually upgraded her teaching level to include the older students. 

Although her family did not have the financial resources to send her to 
university, in the fall of 2009 Chakrya was awarded a scholarship enabling 
her to enroll at the University of Cambodia where she is currently studying 
English literature, as well as continuing her leadership development and 
volunteering at the Attitude Center for Education (ACE).  According to 
Chakrya, her goal is to “take my educational knowledge to develop my 
hometown as well as other poor provinces, as I believe this is the type of 
work that will develop Cambodia in the future”. 

 

BAB Cambodia and Partners Release A Cambodian Guide to Defending Land and Housing Rights 

           
 
We took a huge step forward this year in our efforts to address the barriers that Cambodians face in realizing just and inclusive development with 
the publication of A Cambodian Guide to Defending Land and Housing Rights. BAB Cambodia and our partners Centre on Housing Rights and 
Evictions (COHRE) and International Accountability Project (IAP) have been working very hard on this project for the last two and a half years and 
we are thrilled to finally see the Guide not just in print but in action!  The Guide provides communities with clear and understandable 
information about international and domestic land and housing rights, and helps local activists develop practical skills and strategies for realizing 
those rights.  Through a series of Training of Trainer (ToT) workshops in 2009, we trained the first group of 30 grassroots facilitators on the entire 
content of the Guide, and they have already begun delivering workshops across the country to threatened urban, rural and indigenous 
communities.  In October 2009, we formally launched the Guide with a five-day international conference, including a special presentation by 
Miloon Khtoari, former UN Special Rapporteur for Adequate Housing and one of the leading global voices against development-based 
displacement.  The conference linked the Cambodian facilitators network to activists from India, Indonesia, East Timor, Laos, Vietnam and 
Burma.  Together they learned how to use Guide to help communities defend their rights and participate in development decision-making, and to 
share ideas and strategies for working across borders to challenge unjust development and forced displacement through popular education. The 
most exciting result of the conference is that similar initiatives are now being planned in India and East Timor! 

 
Click here to check out the Guide or click here to watch a short video about the project. 

Tiny Toones Build Bridges to Youth Through Hip-Hop 

http://www.babsea.org/publications/newsarchives/Cambodia_Guide.html
http://www.babsea.org/CG_BABSEA_Video.html


         
 
BAB Cambodia local partner Tiny Toones had another thriving year in 2009, reaching an ever increasing number of vulnerable youth in Phnom 
Penh with an array of youth programs that have grown stronger and more diverse. Tiny Toones uses Hip-Hop culture and its various art forms 
(break-dancing, rapping, composing and recording music and DJ'ing) as a vehicle to protect Phnom Penh‟s most vulnerable and marginalized 
youth and provide opportunities for them to nurture their creativity, develop artistic talents, and build their character to become socially active 
and responsible citizens.  
 
With core funding and technical support from BAB Cambodia over the last three years, Tiny Toones has provided a safe haven for more than 4,000 
youth and has transformed the lives of so many of the kids who participate in its programs by building their self-esteem and personal character, 
encouraging them to enroll in school, and helping them survive and thrive in a tough urban environment. Last year, BAB Cambodia assisted Tiny 
Toones to establish a large new fully equipped drop-in centre and develop a non-formal education program with English, Khmer literacy and 
numeracy, computer skills, and drug and HIV prevention classes, alongside the expansion of its creative program to include music and visual arts 
along with dance classes.  

 
2009 brought the opening of a new outreach center on the outskirts of Phnom Penh where many urban poor families have been forcibly 
relocated, and the development of a full music production program, including classes in DJing, rapping, beat-making, and sound engineering. The 
highlight of the year came In April, when Tiny Toones was invited to send seven of its peer mentors and top performers to participate in their 
first-ever international break-dancing battle organized by the University of Wisconsin Multicultural Student Coalition. The kids were extremely 
proud to be the first generation of break-dancers representing Cambodia overseas and were grateful for the amazing opportunity to experience 
an international competition firsthand, to learn from other dancers and discover the scope of their performance abilities.  Following the „battle‟, 
the crew ventured through 4 other cities including New York City, Philadelphia, Seattle, and Long Beach, where over 2000 supporters showed up 
to meet the Tiny Toones crew at a number of fundraising events, workshops, and school and community center presentations organized by a 
team of volunteer hosts in the USA.  The US tour was a dream come true for the youth who attended and a major milestone for Tiny Toones. 

Cambodian Communities Facing Forced Eviction Launch Complaint Against World Bank 
 

    
 
In October, we helped Phnom Penh residents facing the largest forced displacement of Cambodians since the Khmer Rouge era to file a complaint 
to the World Bank Inspection Panel, stating that they have suffered serious harm from a Bank-funded land-titling project.  The complaint alleges 
that the Bank breached its operational policies by failing to adequately supervise the Land Management and Administration Project (LMAP), which 
has denied urban poor and other vulnerable households protection against increasing forced evictions in Cambodia.  Despite having legitimate 
rights to the land under Cambodia‟s Land Law, thousands of families residing around Phnom Penh‟s Boeung Kak lake were denied titles when the 
area was adjudicated by LMAP in January 2007, the same month that a well-connected developer acquired a legally dubious 99-year lease over 
the area.  Residents have since been subjected to intimidation and pressure to leave their homes by the developer and local officials.  So far, an 
estimated 900 families have been evicted from their land to make way for the development, with more than 3000 families due to face the same 
fate. 
 
The Inspection Panel complaint was the culmination of a year-long campaign based on the sound research in our report, Untitled: Inequality and 
Tenure Insecurity in the Cambodian Land Sector, which was also released a week earlier. The principal finding of our research is that, despite 
a seven-year, multi-million dollar effort to reform the land sector, Cambodia‟s land administration institutions have failed to improve tenure 
security for vulnerable groups, who are routinely and arbitrarily denied access to land titling and dispute resolution mechanisms, which has made 
them even more vulnerable to forced eviction. The campaign has been aimed to get the donors to Cambodia‟s land sector to rethink how they 
should engage with a government that has become increasingly corrupt and abusive to its population. 

http://www.babsea.org/Images/docs/UNTITLED_Land_Tenure_Cambodia_LMAP_FINAL.pdf
http://www.babsea.org/Images/docs/UNTITLED_Land_Tenure_Cambodia_LMAP_FINAL.pdf
http://www.babsea.org/Images/docs/UNTITLED_Land_Tenure_Cambodia_LMAP_FINAL.pdf


 
The World Bank management has acknowledged the legitimacy of the claims in the complaint and the report, and has responded by launching  
high-level negotiations with the Cambodian government to redress the harms caused by years of project mis-management and poor supervision.  
The Bank has also indicated a willingness to provide funds to build new homes for the Boueng Kak families on-site and turn a disastrous urban 
development project into one in which affected persons can actually benefit. While we wish that these negotiations will yield positive results, in 
light of continued government obstinance, BABSEA is urging the World Bank‟s Board of Directors to move forward with a thorough investigation of 
this project and its overall assistance strategy in Cambodia.  After seven years of wholly inadequate supervision of LMAP, we believe that the 
Bank has a responsibility to investigate and remedy the harms that have been caused to the Cambodian families who have been unfairly denied 
recognition of their land rights.  Stay tuned to see how this accountability process plays out in 2010. 
 

 

In Memoriam – Sil Sineng 

 

Dear Akeema,We are mourning the tragic loss of our dear Cambodia 
Country Director Sil Sineng, who passed away this October. It is due 
in large part to Sineng's wisdom, skills, commitment and leadership 
that BAB Cambodia was able to build and strengthen our programs 
over the past several years. Sineng dedicated himself to the service 
of others - his family, his community, his society – and spent his 
entire adult life working to create a better Cambodia through 
community development, community organizing, education and social 
work.  While we continue to grieve for this enormous loss, we are 
comforted by the knowledge that we carry Sineng‟s vision and passion 
forward with the work that we do. 

To honor Sineng, we have established a scholarship fund to provide 
free tuition for disadvantaged children and young adults for all levels 
of education. If you would like to honor Sineng, his family, and the 
many children in Cambodia still struggling to get an education, 
please click here and select the Sil Sineng Scholarship Fund from the 
drop down menu to make a donation. 

How You Can Help 

BABSEA could not exist without the generous support of our friends and 
we would like to extend our deepest gratitude to all who have helped us 
establish, maintain and expand our programs in Cambodia. If you are 
moved by our work, please consider making a financial contribution to 
support BAB Cambodia. 

 

 

 
Alternatively, you can send a check to: 

Bridges Across Borders Southeast Asia 
PO Box 662 

Gainesville, FL 32602 
USA 

 
BAB CAMBODIA IS AN OPERATIONAL PROGRAM OF BRIDGES ACROSS 
BORDERS SOUTHEAST ASIA (BABSEA), A US 501-C3 ORGANIZATION 
INCORPORATED IN THE STATE OF FLORIDA. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL 
REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM 
THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-
7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY 
ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 
 

 

Our Programs 

 
Child Protection & Education Program | Community Development Program | Community Empowerment & Legal Awareness |  

Community Legal Education Program | Stop Evictions Campaign | Cambodia Justice Initiative | Volunteer Program | Legal Internship 

 

https://secure.groundspring.org/dn/index.php?aid=21899
http://www.babsea.org/programs/ccp/childProtect.htm
http://www.babsea.org/programs/ccp/commDev/kep.htm
http://www.babsea.org/programs/CELA/CELA.htm
http://www.babsea.org/programs/clep/clep1.htm
http://www.babsea.org/programs/ccp/evictions.htm
http://www.babsea.org/programs/ccp/cji.htm
http://www.babsea.org/volunteer/Volunteering.htm
http://www.babsea.org/volunteer/LegalInternship.htm

